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Abstract

Through critical incident analysis of tornado warnings across three
major YouTube “weatherfluencers,” we examine how millions now
rely on unregulated social media creators for life-saving emergency
Information as trust in government institutions declines. Our findings
reveal creators build authority through transparency and
responsiveness while operating without verification standards or
accountability structures, creating dangerous governance gaps when
entertainment platforms become safety-critical infrastructure. This
study documents the urgent need for platform liability frameworks
and creator oversight as emergency communication becomes
privatized without corresponding public safety protections.
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Screencap from Ryan Hall, Y’all's YouTube channel on April 2, 2025
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Research Questions

1. How do weatherfluencers build and maintain public trust
without traditional institutional accountability structures?

2. What safety risks emerge when entertainment platforms
become critical infrastructure for emergency communication?

3. What governance challenges can arise when creators assume
mediator or authority positions traditionally held by government
Institutions or large media networks?
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Findings
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Implications
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Critical Remaining Questions

1. How can platforms better support qualified emergency
communicators while maintaining safety standards for
unverified sources?

2. What institutional partnerships can leverage creator
expertise and reach while providing official backing and
resources?

3. How do we build collaborative governance frameworks
that empower legitimate weatherfluencers rather than
restricting emergency communication?



